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Table 1 

Task Force Members

Dr. Bill Danforth, chair
Washington University

Dr. Victor Lechtenberg
Purdue University

Dr. Nancy  Betts
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Dr. Luis Sequeira
University of Wisconsin

Mr. Michael Bryan
BBI International

Dr. Robert Wideman
University of Arkansas

Mr. Richard Coombe
Watershed Agricultural Council

Dr. H. Alan Wood
Mississippi State University
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Table 2 
Research & Development 

by Agency 
2004

$ in Billions

NIH 27

NSF 5

USDA 2
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Table 3 
Research & Development 

by Agency 
1984

$ in Billions

NIH 8.4

NSF 2.3 

USDA 1.8
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Table 4 
Annual Growth Rate 

R & D by Agency 
1983-2003

%

NIH 5.7

NSF 2.4 

USDA .7
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Table 5 
Average Annual Award  - 2001

$ in Thousands

NIH 358

NSF 114

USDA 78
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Table 6 
Average Annual Award - 2001

Duration in years

NIH 3.6

NSF 2.9 

USDA 2.4
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Table 7 
Recommendations

• Create Institute
• Grants Only
• Merit Review
• Council

– Advise
– Programmatic Review

• Director
• Financial Support
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